                           CASCADE BACKCOUNTRY SKI PATROL

            Skykomish/Stevens Pass Corridor Operations Procedures  

OVERVIEW: CBSP winter backcountry operations and training within the Stevens Pass Corridor are supported through the use of a pre-positioned equipment “cashe” and an overnight “bunkhouse” facility.  Both are located within the USFS Skykomish Ranger Station compound on US Highway 2 at mile post 50, east of the town of Skykomish. The following are descriptions, procedures, and rules for access and use of this CBSP maintained resource.

LOCATION AND ACCESS: The Skykomish Ranger Station is located at milepost 50 on US Highway 2 (Stevens Pass) on the north side of the highway just east of the town of Skykomish.  The main compound area consists of the public and USFS parking lots, the main ranger station building, the new garage and storage building, and a few smaller buildings. The rear portion of the compound consists of USFS official vehicle parking, and the conference room/bunkroom building YCC (youth Corps. Classroom).  Refer to the USFS Skykomish compound map.
     The main ranger station compound is accessed via a driveway west of the main building, and from the public parking area between the highway and the building via a concrete walkway.  The rear portions of the compound are accessed via a driveway (subject to snow removal) about 100 yards east of the main USFS building.  Most of the compound is fenced and with gate’s at the driveways and walkways.  The east gate key is in the CBSP key box as described below.  

    The CBSP equipment cashe’ is in the southeast corner of the new garage and storage building just east of the main Ranger Station Building. The CBSP combination key box is attached to the SE corner of the building near the storage room door.  During most weekends, and during the week the CBSP cashe’ can be reached by driving in the west driveway and around the back of the main building to the storage building.  If the west driveway gate Is to be regularly locked on the weekends access will be available to CBSP per JR, who lives in Skykomish and has given us his cell phone number. Also, at the times that the west drive way gate is closed and locked, the cashe’ can be accessed via the gated concrete walkway from the public parking area.  It is between the main building and the storage building. The walkway gate will be left unlocked, or have a combination lock with the combination available to CBSP members. 

PARKING, DAY AND OVERNIGHT: CBSP parking, day and overnight, for both week days and the weekend, is in the USFS Staff lot behind the Ranger Station.  The public lot between the Ranger Station and the US 2 has a 30 minute time limit which is enforced periodically but is should work well for sign-in/out and equipment pick-up if a vehicle is not being left for the day or overnight.  If snow isn’t an issue and the east driveway is cleared of snow, we can use the parking at the Conference Building/CBSP bunkhouse for both

day and overnight parking.  During heavy snow periods, JR requests that CBSP park any vehicles that remain at the station next to USFS vehicles to simplify the removal of snow by their snow removal contractor.   Each CBSP vehicle that is parked should have some 

type of NSP/CBSP identification placed so that it can be seen though the windows or wind shield.   I will try to get some sort of placard or identification included in the Cashe’ gear.  

USFS OPERATIONS STAFF AND CBSP COORDINATION; During the winter months the Skykomish USFS Ranger Station is staffed from 8:00 am to about 4:30 pm on weekdays with radio communication active. The USFS staff are on station and or available during weekdays should we need assistance with access.   Our main contact liaison is John Robinson (JR), Wilderness Supervisor but other staff are also available. Most often it will either be JR, Cody Wrench (another Ranger), Deb Parker (the office manager), Barb Busse (the District Ranger, Brad Lammers (the Law Enforcement Ranger) and possibly a few others.  We should not hesitate to  introduce ourselves and get to know them better (again this is during the week).   On the winter weekends the station It is not usually manned and we are on our own for access and use.  

CBSP EQUIPMENT CASHE’ AND BUNKHOUSE KEYS; The cashe’ is stored in two 1’-6” x 3’-0” x 5’-4” lockers located in a small storage room at the southeast corner of the new Garage/Storage Building.  The key to the storeroom, and the key to the CBSP equipment lockers are in the CBSP combination key box on the outside of the building immediately to the left of the storeroom door and are on a small red lanyard/ribbon.  The CBSP key box is a four number combination lock. The combination for the 2008-2008 will be the same as it was for 2007-2008 and is available to the CBSP membership and key USFS personnel. The key to the east driveway gate (the nickel colored key) and the bunkhouse (the shiny brass key) are hanging on a lanyard/neck loop inside of the first locker door.  Be sure to replace the storeroom and locker keys back in the key box when you leave for the field. 

CBSP CASHE’ EQUIPMENT; The two storage lockers are located on the south wall f the storage room.  Subject to revision the lockers contain equipment as follows.  The first (easterly) locker contains the sign in and Rescue Plan binders, 4 Icom radios with 4 extra batteries, 4 antennae, and one charger. Also in the first locker are radio bibs, 3 avalanche beacons with new batteries, extra AA batteries, and the haul gear bags that we use for the MTR Classes.  The second locker contains the ABS Packs and accessories, extra first aid supplies, the black plastic foot locker (used to transport gear), collapsible probes, and miscellaneous other gear.  The backboard, two Cascade 200 Toboggans and their handles, a SKED, and the two piece probes are stored on top of the lockers.  JR says he may get ladder hooks so that some of the gear on top of the lockers can be wall hung.   

SIGN IN-OUT AND EQUIPMENT ACOUNTABILITY: Sign-in for duty day credit and state mission tracking is per the CBSP on-line/call-in based process that is being used for the first time this year.  The sign-in binder that has been used in the past is in the first locker

and will continue to be used for equipment check-in and return with the same form that we have used in the past.  The Stevens Pass Corridor Operations Coordinator will cross check those sign-in sheets with the online process per CBSP procedures currently being

used.   In addition to the equipment accountability function of the sign-in we are again asked by the USFS (JR) to use the white board which is in place next to the first locker to serve as a quick reference for the USFS in SAR situations.  Also this is a good place to 

identify vehicles that are parked at the compound for a day or overnight, in addition to the identification left in the parked vehicles.   

RADIO BATTERY CHARGING; At this time there is only one radio battery charger with the Skykomish Cashe’.  There is power outlet on the wall to the left of the first locker that is available for battery charger use.  As of December 16th 2008 all 8 of the batteries were fully charged and ready for use.  JR intends to unload one of the store room storage shelves opposite of our lockers so space is available to charge batteries, and to open and use the sign-in and Rescue Plan binders.  If there are “batteries that need charging” they can be left in the chargers while CBSP members are in the field or in the bunkroom.  You may check radios with battery and extra batteries that are going to the field by seating them in the charger if time allows.  Upon your return to the cashe’ please place any low charge batteries in the batteries to be charged bin and remove any that were left to charge earlier in the day from the chargers.  Re-package charged batteries in the zip-lock bags and lock up the chargers and radios in the first locker before departing the storeroom.  

BUNKHOUSE/CONFERENCE CLASS ROOM BUILDING (YCC): The bunkhouse/room is the YCC Building which is about 75 yards or so north of the main Ranger Station building.  It is accessed either via a foot path from the USFS Staff parking lot or by unlocking the east gate and driving to the end of the east driveway, again subject to the snow/snow removal situation.  The footpath is immediately behind the main building and has been flagged with orange flagging, which should be visible from the staff lot. There is parking for 6 or so vehicles at the YCC Building.  The key to the building will open any of the three doors.  

    The YCC Building/bunkroom is the USFS summer season conference and class room. It is heated, has several rooms including the main 20’ x 24’ carpeted classroom, a utility area, and two storage rooms.  There is a TV/VCR, a microwave, wall power outlets, water cooler and extra 5 gallon water bottles, a small refrigerator (I didn’t see it but JR says it is there), a sink (OK for dish washing and hand washing) but not considered to be potable water.  There also are tables, chairs, a podium, projector screen, white boards etc…  The windows have pull-down shades and JR says he can leave the dozen or so thermarest pads that are stored in the building, for this winter season.  

      The building does not have an indoor toilet but there is an outdoor toilet opposite of the building approximately 60 feet to the southwest.  It is similar to the public toilet at the public lot at Highway 2.  During heavy snow periods some minor snow shoveling may be needed to allow door swing and gain access.   

BUNKHOUSE RULES: The bunkhouse rules for this season will be of the figure it out as 

we use the facility method with a few exceptions as follow;

1. The heating thermostat is just inside of the Southwest door and should be set back to

“low” as we leave the building at the end of the weekend or training event.   

2. JR recommends that we use the double (southeast) doors during snow periods to avoid  extra shoveling and or snow sliding off the roof.

3. Clean up the rooms that we have used and put equipment and furnishings back as 

      they were when we arrived, as much as is possible.  I’m not sure about cleaning

      supplies and equipment, toilet paper, etc… availability yet.  I’m sure its available or

      maybe already in the building but is a subject that needs to be clarified.  We may need

      to bring some of it ourselves.  

4. The USFS has equipment and supplies stored in the building both in a locked storeroom at the center of the building and in the larger storeroom at the southeast double door area.  We will need to work around this, but it shouldn’t be a problem.     

As we use the building this season the above list will probably evolve.  JR will be available 

If we have issues related to the building so I don’t anticipate difficulty.

OTHER LOCALLY AVAILABLE SERVICES AND AMENITIES: There are several stores, dining and drinking establishments, and lodging available to CBSP member during day trips or overnight operations along the Stevens Pass Corridor.  Several of these are in the town of Skykomish approximately 2 miles from the USFS Highway 2 compound.  This listing will be expanded and updated as the season allows.   As an example JR says that the Hotel in Skykomish has shower facilities available for a small charge.     

Bill Brockway – Stevens Pass Corridor Operations 
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